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                        FIJI:  RE-DISCOVER PURE PARADISE

Just Say “Bula”

“Bula" is a term that Fijians use to welcomes visitors to resorts, local villages and public places.  The word is infectious.  Nowhere on earth will travelers discover as friendly a people.  The Fijians’ genuine warmth and friendliness turn every day into a lasting vacation memory.  

From Affordable to Luxury Accommodations

Fiji’s mainland resorts are just as alluring as its five-star outer island resorts.  The Coral Coast on Fiji’s largest island Vitu Levu features modern hotels of all sizes with lagoon pools, lush gardens, beach restaurants, first-rate accommodations and activities to please everyone from honeymooners to meeting goers. Among the largest is the Shangri-La Fijian Resort, sprawling across a 109-acre island. Its wealth of activities make it a family favorite.  Here’s a sampling of what’s new on the resort front:

Fiji Beach Resort & Spa Managed by Hilton: http://www.fijibeachresortbyhilton.com

The Fiji Orchid: http://fijiorchid.com

Lalati Resort and Spa – Beqa Island, Fiji: http://www.lalati-fiji.com

Likuliku Lagoon Resort Fiji: http://www.likulikulagoon.com/home.cfm

Myola Plantation Fiji: http://www.myolafiji.com

InterContinental Fiji Natadola Beach Resort (Opening 2008): www.natadolafiji.com

Paradise Taveuni Fiji: http://www.paradiseinfiji.com

Poseidon Undersea Resort: (Opening 2009) http://www.poseidonresorts.com

Radisson Resort Fiji Denarau Island: http://www.radisson.com/fiji
Shangri-La’s Fijian Resort: www.shangri-la.com/en/property/yanucaisland/fijianresort

Taunovo Bay Resort & Spa: www.taunovobay.com/paradise.cfm?title=Home

The Uprising Beach Resort: http://www.uprisingbeachresort.com

The Westin Denarau Island, Fiji Resort & Spa: http://www.westinfiji.com
An Increase of North American Visitors to Fiji

Latest visitor arrivals statistics from Fiji Islands Visitors Bureau of Statistics indicate a 4.8% increase in the North American Market.  Fiji hosted 30,213 visitors from North America in the period from January to May 2007, an increase of 1,400 visitors or 4.8% compared to 2006’s 28,813 visitors.  It represents a 1.1% increase over the Bureau’s initial target of 29,877 for this period.  The Bureau’s initial target for the North American market for 2007 is 82,612.

Getting There

From North America, there are two carriers to Fiji.  Fiji’s international carrier, Air Pacific, flies nonstop (10.5 hours) from Los Angeles, and via Honolulu from Vancouver.  Air Pacific leaves Los Angeles four times weekly on Tuesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays and Sundays.  It has two weekly flights from Honolulu and three weekly flights from Vancouver via Honolulu.  (800/227-4446); Air New Zealand flies nonstop from Los Angeles three times weekly on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, Honolulu (via 

-more-

Auckland twice times each week) and Vancouver (via Los Angeles three times a week). (800/262-1234). The new Pacific Sun, Air Pacific’s regional airline, has three daily flights from Nadi-Suva, two daily flights from Suva-Labasa, one daily flight from Nadi-Labasa, three daily flights from Nadi-Savusavu, two daily flights from Nadi-Taveuni and one daily flight from Nadi-Kadavu.  The airline also operates five and six services each day to Mana and Malololailai Islands from Nadi.
Unforgettable Fiji

Miles of white sandy beaches, lush landscapes, cascading waterfalls and the only sand dunes in the South Pacific make up the Fiji Islands, a quintessential Pacific Island nation with 322 emerald isles offering a treasure trove of activities for seasoned and first-time travelers.  The islands are sprinkled over an area of ocean 1,750 miles northeast of Sydney, Australia and 1,150 miles north of Auckland, New Zealand.

Diverse Customs & Culture

Fiji’s historic blend of Melanesian, Polynesian, European, Indian and Chinese cultures provide rich opportunities for cultural tourism, delicious dining and diverse shopping.  For ultimate adventure, one-of-a-kind land excursions and a multitude of ocean sports, from exceptional diving, snorkeling, kayaking and cruising on The Blue Lagoon and Captain Cook make for an unparalleled vacation. 
Everything in Fiji begins with kava (Fiji’s ceremonial drink). Dating back before history was recorded, the kava ceremony was an example of the deep culture that made the Fiji experience unique.  Kava, known as Yaqona, is a tranquilizing nonalcoholic drink that numbs the tongue and lips.  It is made from the waka (dried root) of the pepper plant.  The kava ceremony is performed with the utmost gravity to mark births, marriages, deaths, official visits and the installation of a new chief.
A Diver’s Paradise

World-class dive sites teeming with brilliant soft corals and an abundance of sea creatures make Vanua Levu, Fiji’s second largest island, one of the best undersea experiences on earth.  The island’s marine majesty boasts vibrant undersea walls, coral heads, seemingly bottomless drop-offs (a favorite of Jean-Michel Cousteau) and velvety rainforests that have inspired both Americans and Australians to open resorts along its pristine shores.

A Haven For Honeymooners

For those seeking true romance, look no further than Fiji.  From private picnics on deserted islands to candlelit dinners for two on the beach under a canopy of stars, couples discover the very definition of  “honeymoon.”  Guests choose from Western-style weddings and ceremonies at sunset to the more traditional Fijian-style ceremony with the bride dressed in the traditional tapa cloth, followed by an elaborate lovo (traditional Fijian feast).

Agents Become Experts About Fiji 

With 212 members and more than $4 million worth of travel booked to Fiji in 2005, The Matai Fiji Islands Specialist Program is right on target for 2007 with hundred of Matai agents who have visited and will visit Fiji in 2007.  The Matai Fiji Islands Specialist Program is the Fiji Islands Visitors Bureau's destination loyalty program for North American travel agents. 

Under the leadership of Regional Coordinator Jese Naka, the destination loyalty program consists of a core group of North American ravel agents who have a passion and desire to build Fiji as a holiday and business destination.  Through The Matai Fiji Islands Specialists program, Fiji Islands Visitors Bureau familiarizes, educates, and continually keeps
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travel agents updated regarding what's new in Fiji.  The hallmark of the

program is personalized services and special attention unique only to being

a Matai.

Stay Updated on Fiji

The “Fiji Me Newsletter”, launched January 2007, carries up-to-date information on what is new and hot in Fiji.  Distributed monthly, the “Fiji Me Newsletter” is e-mailed to the Fiji Islands Visitors Bureau travel trade partners.

Information:
www.fijime.com
     www.airpacific.com     www.airnewzealand.com
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