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FRENCH POLYNESIA
TAHITI, MOOREA, BORA BORA




THE SECRET TO SWEET SERENITY AT 

INTERCONTINENTAL RESORTS FRENCH POLYNESIA 

IS IN THE ECO-FRIENDLY PRACTICES

Bora Bora, French Polynesia – The natural surroundings of InterContinental Resorts French Polynesia are more than just an influence on the hotels’ décor and a means of attracting guests to the destination. Owner Richard H. Bailey and his company Tahiti Beachcomber Socièté Anonyme (TBSA) believe that the natural environment of the Society Islands in the South Pacific should be treated with the same respect and generosity as guests staying at the resorts and maintained as an inherent partner in the region’s tourism industry. To that end, the hotels have undertaken several projects to ensure that the environment is as highly regarded as visitors who come to the islands.

Environmentally Sound Use of Deep SeaWater: InterContinental Resort and Thalasso-Spa Bora Bora, the fourth InterContinental Resort French Polynesia opened in May 2006, and extracts ocean water from a depth of 2,500 feet in order to use in the resort’s air conditioning system. The one-of-a-kind air conditioning system in each villa utilizes fresh seawater siphoned from the profound depths of the ocean to cool the air and eliminate the use of hazardous carbons that pollute the atmosphere. The water is also a signature element of the Thalasso-Spa, a Thalassotherapy and Balneotherapy center.

Green Teams: Each resort has assembled a group of hotel staff members, including the in-house marine biologist/veterinarian, to create a pool of ideas to conserve and protect the environment on a daily basis as well as on a larger scale. The individuals are volunteers who come from a variety of different hotel departments such as marketing, landscaping, and maintenance. The teams are not only working toward internal sensitivity to the environment, but also to create consumer brochures that will promote marine conservation and environmental protection to guests.

The Moorea Dolphin Center: The Moorea Dolphin Center offers guests interactive programs with the resort’s dolphins and the proceeds go to Te Mana Te Moana (meaning “Spirit of the Ocean”), a non-profit organization that Bailey and his company TBSA recently launched. Te Mana Te Moana will, in turn, use the proceeds to fund marine wildlife research and research grants. The Moorea Dolphin Center also hopes to eventually offer long-term shelter to “retired” animals from aquatic parks.

Sea Turtle Rehabilitation Center: Sanctioned by the Ministry of the Environment, this facility has recently opened at the InterContinental Resort and Spa Moorea, and serves as a hospital to ill and injured turtles that need to be nursed back to health before they are released back into their natural environments. It is also be a permanent home to injured turtles incapable of surviving in their natural environments. The in-house marine biologist/veterinarian oversees the Rehabilitation Center.

Reef Rehabilitation: This activity, to take place at the InterContinental Resorts in Moorea and Tahiti, will include the participation of local scientists as well as international institutions. Each hotel will dedicate a select area in its natural lagoon that will then be used for research in reef transplantation and coral growth. The protected area will also serve as a fish nursery, which will allow the possibility of reintroducing certain fish into the island lagoon where the hotel is located.
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