THREE ORIGINAL RESORTS OF STARWOOD FRENCY POLYNESIA SET THE STANDARD AS                    THE PREMIERE RESORTS ON TAHITI, MOOREA & PAPEETE

Papeete, French Polynesia (July 13, 2007)  -- From its soaring, emerald peaks to the over-water thatched bungalows, Tahiti and her islands seem forever removed from the realities of the world outside. Here, between quiet palm groves and bays of crystalline waters, the resorts of Starwood French Polynesia graciously reflect the eternal grandeur and timeless spirit of Polynesia.  The three original Starwood made their mark, opening as the premier resorts on each of their islands.  www.starwoodtahiti.com  

BORA BORA NUI RESORT & SPA -- Opened in October 2002 as a member of Starwood’s Luxury Collection and single-handedly raised the bar on luxury resort accommodations in French Polynesia.   The resort not only doubled the size and luxury quotient of the signature thatched roof bungalows this South Pacific paradise is known for, but it also created a setting that honors Polynesian tradition.  Located on a private island, the Bora Bora Nui features 120 suite-sized villa bungalows – overwater, beachfront and hillside -- a 30,000 square-foot hilltop Mandara Spa and a white sand beach nearly a half mile long. A favorite of experienced world travelers, the Bora Bora Nui has received a number of industry accolades since its opening from publications including: Architectural Digest, Conde Nast Traveler, The Robb Report, Elite Traveler and Cigar Aficionado.   Most recently Modern Bride Magazine named the overwater villa bungalows at the resort, the #1 “Ultimate Honeymoon Suite” in the world.  In honor of the resort’s Fifth Anniversary in October of this year, travel agents can offer guests the Fifth Night Free with Daily Breakfast through 2007. 

SHERATON MOOREA LAGOON RESORT & SPA – As the only all bungalow resort on the lush green island of Moorea, this romantic tropical retreat is situated along a crystal-clear ten-acre lagoon between two picture perfect bays.  With the lagoon as their playground, guests can kayak, snorkel, book an overwater massage from Mandara Spa or experience a “feet in the sand” lunch as colorful tropical fish swim by. The resort features 54 overwater thatched bungalows or one of their 52 beach or garden bungalows (a favorite for families) each with special touches like claw footed tubs, ceiling fans, swinging half doors, windows in the floor and WiFi!   A not to miss feature -- the crepe menu at the resort’s overwater Toatea Bar.  This year fresh new thatching was put on all the bungalows and public buildings, a covered deck and Jacuzzi tub were added to the palm-tree lined infinity pool and the popular poolside café, the Rotui Bar & Grille was completely renovated.  Travel agents can offer their clients a complimentary breakfast with overwater bungalow bookings from Sept 1, 2007 to March 31, 2008. 

SHERATON HOTEL TAHITI – Built on the very land where Princess Pomare made her home a century before the hotel opened in 1960 as the first Tahitian resort whose design was inspired by Polynesian culture.  This beloved island-style hotel has undergone $10 million worth of enhancements in 2006.  The 200-room Sheraton now has a private white sand beach, all new lobby & guest rooms redone in Island Colonial style, and WiFi is offered throughout the hotel and even poolside! Ideally located within one mile from the bustling capital city of Papeete, and three miles from the international airport, the hotel is a prefect starting point for exploring the island’s interior or visiting other islands.  Each state-of-the-art room has a view of the turquoise blue lagoon with the island of Moorea standing sentinel in the distance.  The resort's Mandara Spa features an elaborate fitness center with a view and treatments that celebrate the beauty traditions of the islands by using native vanilla, coconut oils and exotic flowers.   From Sept 1, 2007 to March 2008, Travel Agents can offer clients a complimentary massage with a two-night Deluxe Room booking. 

Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Inc. is one of the leading hotel and leisure companies in the world with approximately 850 properties in more than 95 countries and 145,000 employees at its owned and managed properties. Starwood® Hotels is a fully integrated owner, operator and franchisor of hotels and resorts with the following internationally renowned brands: St. Regis®, The Luxury Collection®, Sheraton®, Westin®, Four Points® by Sheraton, W®, Le Méridien® and the recently announced aloftSM. www.starwoodhotels.com. 
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