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SPF40 ---MEDIA LUNCH/LOS ANGELES.    JULY 18, 2007  - WHATS NEW IN VANUATU ? 

Vanuatu continues to see a small growth from the North American market.  Most visits are still by adventure seekers, divers and honeymooners.  We have yet to capture the family market from the U.S. in spite of Vanuatu being a safe, child friendly, and interesting destination for well travelled families.

There are a number of new properties opening in Port Vila, the capital of Vanuatu;  
The Mirvac Group in Australia have just opened its first offshore property , The Sebel Vanuatu overlooking Iririki Island and the harbor of Port Vila.  The 74 room property will cater to the both the tourist and business traveler.  The hotel is well located on the edge of downtown Port Vila and guests will have access and arrangements with neighboring Iririki Island Resort and Spa for use of facilities, beach, pools and restaurants. For more details:  www.mirvac.com.au
A new boutique resort, Eratap Beach Resort is scheduled to open in September, 2007..  Encompassing an entire peninsula with three separate beaches and eight  acres of tropical gardens, this property will raise the bar on luxury in Vanuatu and offer unequalled accommodation, dining and spa facilities.  The 12 villas will offer one, two and three bedroom accommodations and includes a beautifully located honeymoon villa.  Children are welcomed and those sharing villa with parents can stay free of charge.  More details: www.eratap.com.vu
Most of the larger properties, Iririki Resort and Spa, Le Meridien and Warwick Le Lagon have undergone extensive refurbishing in the past year.  Other small boutique properties are on the drawing board and we expect to see more growth in new accommodations over the next two or three years.  A luxurious purpose-built spa, Lotus Health and Beauty has opened, offering a new and exciting dimension to the tourism infrastructure of Vanuautu.
Cruising has been a large part of the tourism mix for Vanuatu.  Most cruises are stopover day trips from Australia and New Zealand, however, Australia’s Coral Princess Cruises will be basing their OCEANIC DISCOVERER in Vanuatu for a series of 5 night cruises, sailing throughout the country.   More details:  www.coralprincess.com.au

